PROTECTING LOCAL “TERROIRS”
Legislation and regulations stipulate that INAO is to
be consulted to obtain its views on all development,
urbanisation or construction projects that affect areas
covered by protected designations of origin, or in the
event of expropriation measures affecting such areas.
Economic stakeholders and the INAO cooperate as
early as possible in the emergence of projects of this
kind in order to preserve high-quality agriculture and the
productivity and vitality of rural areas.

INFORMATION ON THE SYSTEM
OF OFFICIAL SIGNS
INAO has been assigned the task of ensuring that
the general public and all stakeholders are kept fully
informed on policy relating to official quality and origin
signs.

INAO

It thus makes good use of its experience of legal,
economic and technical issues for a growing number
of foreign countries, informing and assisting them in
implementing their own legislation or protecting a
specific type of production.
The Institute also contributes to the economic
monitoring of the various types of production covered
by official signs. Since 2010, INAO has also been a
training body and has notably worked with French
regional government bodies, a retail chain and the
general agricultural competition at the Paris
Agricultural Fair.
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THE INAO,

THE PUBLIC BODY FOR PRODUCTS UNDER
OFFICIAL QUALITY AND ORIGIN SIGNS

HOW INAO
OPERATES
CONSIDERATION OF APPLICATIONS
FOR RECOGNITION FOR OFFICIAL
SIGNS

INAO

The French national institute for product origins and quality
(Institut National de l’origine et de la qualité - INAO) is
charged with applying French policy on products covered
by official signs identifying their origin and high quality: the
French appellation d'origine contrôlée (AOC) / protected

The Institute’s activities are organised around sessions
conducted by its national bodies with a membership
of 200 industry professionals working in the field and
involved with official quality and origin signs, qualified
public figures and representatives from relevant
official departments and agencies.
A Permanent Council heads up the organisation,
defining strategic priorities and the budget, under
which there are six national bodies:
•

The National Committee for designations of origin
for wine, other alcoholic beverages and spirits
(+13 INAO regional committees (CRINAO), issuing
opinions on matters within their remit) ;

•

The National Committee for dairy, agrifood and
forestry product designations;

designations of origin (PDO), protected geographical
indications (PGI), label rouge, Traditional Speciality
Guaranteed (TSG) and the Organic Farming (AB) label.
These quality and origin signs are relevant to all France’s
regions and according to the 2010 agricultural census, one
in four farms is a member of such schemes.

A PUBLIC BODY WITH AN
OFFICIAL ROLE
INAO, a public body attached to the ministry with responsibility
for agriculture, is funded partly (70%) by a subsidy from the
Ministry of Agriculture, and partly from contributions from
industry (“INAO fees”).
The Institute’s head office is in Montreuil-sous-Bois (93 France)
and it has a number of regional branches covering the whole of
metropolitan France.
The quality-led policy implemented by INAO is founded on close
cooperation between the farming sector as represented by
defence and management organisations (Organismes de
défense et de gestion - ODG), officially approved control bodies,
central government departments and the Institute itself.
INAO thus supervises over 1,000 products, among them more
than 350 AOC/PDO wines, over 70 PGI wines, nearly one
hundred PDO agrifood products and more than one hundred
PGI agrifood products. It also monitors over 400 sets of
mandatory specifications for “label rouge” products.

•

The National Committee for Protected
Geographical Indications, label rouge products
and Traditional Specialities Guaranteed.

•

The National Committee for Protected
Geographical Indications relating to wine and cider ;

•

The National Committee for organic farming ;

•

The Approvals and Inspections Council (Conseil
des Agréments et des Contrôles – CAC).

The tasks of these national committees are notably to
propose recognition for products under a quality or
origin sign, to conduct detailed examinations of product
specifications, to verify compliance with the definition
of eligibility for a sign, to define the aspects to be
verified and the evaluation methods used. They
consider and put forward all and any measures likely
to enhance the quality or characteristics of a product.
The Approvals and Inspections Council is a body
entirely focused on verification.
This unique governance structure thus ensures a major
role within INAO for industry, technical and legal
expertise on relevant matters.

INAO’S CORE
RESPONSIBILITIES
CONSIDERATION OF APPLICATIONS
FOR RECOGNITION FOR
OFFICIAL SIGNS
Whether an application is for initial recognition or a proposed
change in a set of specifications, INAO is there to assist those
driving the project. The competent bodies within the Institute
examine proposals from industry professionals and give their
opinion on specifications, notably imposing conditions to be met
by production, or by production areas where applicable.

LEGAL PROTECTION FOR
PRODUCT NAMES
In France and abroad INAO acts to ensure that the names of
products covered by official signs are not infringed or abused.
To achieve this, INAO notably relies on industry professionals
and inter-branch industrial representative bodies, an international
network of lawyers and the French diplomatic network.
INAO follows European and international procedures for the
protection of product names covered by AOC/PDO and PGI
designations.

SUPERVISION OF CHECKS ON
OFFICIAL SIGNS
INAO has the task of supervising the system of checks
on all official quality and origin signs. It approves and
assesses independent bodies charged with verifying
compliance with mandatory specifications.
For each product covered by a sign of this kind, an
control scheme must be submitted to, and approved
by INAO.
Alongside this, INAO’s Approvals and Inspections
Council lays down the principles guiding such checks
and issues opinions on official approval for control
bodies.

DEFINING THE BOUNDARIES OF
PRODUCTION AREAS
The definition of geographical boundaries for production
is an absolutely key step in obtaining an AOC/PDO
or PGI designation and is based on scientific criteria
involving geology, soil studies, agronomics, history,
geography, sociology, ethnography, among other
disciplines.
INAO has been carrying out this expert task in the field
for over 70 years, with a determination to adjust to
take account of the characteristics of new types of
production under quality and origin signs, to use new
technology for ever greater efficiency, and to explain
why such signs are relevant to economics, food and
local regions.

