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LANDSCAPE DIAGNOSIS AND DELIMITATION

OF PDOS WINE IN FRANCE

France has 386 wine PDOs (AOPs) covering 505,000 hectares of vineyards, which account for 64% of France’s vineyard
area and 41% of wine production. Each appellation embodies a strong identity, underpinned by strict rules and a
defined production area. Within this area, grapes are harvested from plots selected based on specific environmental
criteria, validated by historical practices (parcel area). Producers and their collective organizations may request a
revision of these zones. INAO then conducts an inventory of the current zoning to shed light on issues related to land
use planning. This innovative approach has been systematized since 2025.
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can create challenges for production.
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CONCLUSION

This analysis facilitates an understanding of the dynamics of the appellation’s territory since its official recognition. Based on this assessment, at the request
of producers, it is possible to revise the PDO’s parcel area so that it aligns with actual land use and is consistent with public planning policies. Thus, urbanized
and developed areas, as well as protected natural areas, can be appropriately excluded from the parcel area. This proactive approach has proven effective in

sustainably strengthening the protection of plots within the PDO area that are planted with vines or intended for vine cultivation, against other activities or
projects.
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